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Having,  therefore,  obtained  help  of  God,  I  continue  until 
tliis  day  witnessing  both  to  small  and  great,  saying  none  other 
things  than  those  which  the  Prophets  and  Moses  did  say. 
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THE  PENAL  .LAWS  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

(Continued  from  page  90.) 

III.  Like  the  transgression  of  the  two  former  pre¬ 
cepts,  the  gross  violation  of  the  third  was  a  capitai 
crime.  Lev.  xxiv.  10 — 16.  And  the  Israelitish 
woman’s  son  blasphemed  the  name  of  tht  Lord^  and 
cursed,  and  they  brought  him  to  Moses — and  the  Lord 
spoke  unto  Moses,  saying,  bring  forth  him  that  bath 
cursed,  without  the  camp  ;  and  let  all  that  heiird  him, 
lay  their  hands  upon  his  head,  and  let  all  the  congrega¬ 
tion  stone  him.  And  thou  shall  speak  unto  the  childrea 
of  Israel,  saying,  whosoever  curseth  his  God,  shall  bear 
bis  sin.  He  that  Uasphemeth  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
he  shall  surely  be  put  to  de;\th,  and  aH  the  congrega^ 
lion  shall  certainly  stone  him  ;  as  well  the  stranger  aa 
he  that  is  born  in  the  land,  when  be  blasphemeth  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  put  to  death.^^  This  h  not 
constructive  or  inferential  blasphemy,  but  the  direct 
and  explicit  speaking  reproachfully  of  God,  with  the 

evident  intent  to  dishonour  bim.  When  the  prodigate 
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and  impious  young  Israelite,  blasphemed  Cod  ;ir  h 
cursed,  it  is  evident,  I  think,  that  he  cursed  God  ;  for,  |i 
in  the  definition  of  the  crime,  (v.  15,)  it  is  said,  “who 
soever  curseth  his  God.”  Here,  as  in  the  case  i 
idolatrv,  the. hands  of  the  witnesses  . were  to  be  first  c: 
him. 

There  is  one  circumstance  which  mcrita.attention  i[ 
fhis  statute — the  stranger,  is 'to  be  punished  in  the  sanf 
manner  as  the  native  Israelite.  ,'Such  *ei{tention  d.  c 
not  seem 'to  have  been  given  to.  the  statute  on  idolatry 
Though  w  e  cannot  doubt,  by  the  laws  of  the  comnior. 
^vealth,.they  were  bound  to  see  that  no  stranger  shoul 
])ractice  idolatry  in  the  country,  yet  the  punishment  o 
death  was  not  annexed  to  the  crime  in  his  case.  Tim? 
was  given  him  to  learn  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God 
by  which  he  might  be  induced  to  abandon  those  idoh 
trous  practices  w  hich  he  had  learned  among  the  heather 
in  his  native  land.  Thecrime  became 'capital  in  tli( 
Israelitish  apostate  only.  Jlere  it  is  otherwise.  The 
light  of  nature,  even  among  the  heathen,  was  suflicier 
to  teacl^  the  .criminality  of  blaspheming  God.  Thi‘ 
circumstance  Slieds  no  indistinct  li^ht  on  the  whok 
criminal  code  of.the  Old  Testament.  The  great  objec 
of  the  penalties  annexed  to  the  breach  of  the  precept' 
of  the  first  table  of  the  law,  was,  not  to  force  the  under 
standing  and  faith  of  those  who  never  knew,  nor  had 
an  opportunity  of  knowing,  the'lruth.  They  were  to 
be  taught,  by  wholesome  institutions,  the  truths  and 
ordinances  of  the  church,  and  thus  reclaimed  from  their 
ignorance  and  superstition.  If,  in  providence,  any  oi 
theta  should  be  domiciliated  within  the  territories  oi 
the  commoDwealtb  of  Israel,  and  should  practice  idola- 
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rv,  lli^y  were  to  be  accounted  ns  doing  so  ignorantly, 
•id  without  any  intention  to  dishonour  the  God  Is- 
lel.  Not  so  the  Israelite,  w  ho  was  supposed  to  be 
nstructed  in  the  way  of  truth,  and  in  the  ordinances  of 
he  church  ;  and  hence,  when  he  turned  aside  to  the 
^^orship  of  idols,  his  sin  was  Icf  be  held  a  presumptuous 
nc,  committed  w  ith  malice  aforethought  against  the 
rue  God,  whom  he  knew,  and  intended  to  dishonour: 

‘  He  that  knoweth  his  master’s  will  and  doeth  it  not, 
hull  be  beaten  with  many  stripes/^ 

The  wife  of, Job  understood  that  the  crime  of  bias- 
)hemy  was  capital  by  the  law  of  God.  .  “  Curse  God,” 
iiid  she,  “  and  die.”  Job.  ii.  9.  We  can  hardly  coU- 
eive  that  she  would  advise  him  to  suicide.  Her  mean- 
ng  is,  God  has  forsaken  you,’  though  you  have  always 
erved  him  with  integrity.  You  have  found  him.un- 
iVithful.  Now  show  your  manly’ spirit — curse  him  to 
his  face,  though  by  the  laws  you  should  suffer  death 
!or  so  doing.  It  is  surely  as  probable  that  the  man  of 
z,  would  know  that  blasphemy  was  a  crime  to  ho 
punislied  by  the  judge,  as  that  he  should  know  this  of 
idolatry.  This  statute,  with  the  annexed  penalty,  w’as 
known  as  a  law  of  the  commonwealth,  in  tlie  reign  of 
Ahab  ;  for  Jezabel  proceeds  upon  it,  in  the  false  accu¬ 
sation  of  Naboth,  when  she  charged  him  with  blasphem¬ 
ing  God  and  the  king.  1  Kings,  xvi.  10,  13.  To  siis- 
tainthe  cause,  she  suborns  witnesses,  who  testify  lalse- 
H  against  him  ;  and  he  is  condemned  and  executenl. 

In  the  accusation  which  the  Jews  preferred  against 
Christ,  they  proceeded  on  this  law.  They  considered 
his  calling  himself  ihc  Son  of  God.  equivalent  to  ma- 
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king  himself  equal  with  God,  and  that  the  crime,  beiogH 
blasphemy,  deserved  death.  ■ 

IV.  That  the  appropriation  of  the  seventh  part  ciS 
time,  by  Divine  authority,  to  be  employed  in  religions ■ 
duties,  is  as  ancient  as  any  of  the  institutions  of  revealed  ■ 
religion,  has  been  generally  agreed  «irooDg  theologians. B 
3I0SCS  (Exod.  xvi.  23,)  mentions  the  Sabbath  as  alrea-l 
dy  known.  To-morrow  is  the  rest  of  the  holy  Sabbath  ■ 
unto  the  Lord.’’  An  institution  so  solemn  and  impor<l 
lant,  would  not,  for  the  first  time,  have  been  introduced! 
;iO  indirectly.  The  reason  too,  by  which  its  observance P 
is  enforced,  existed  from  the  finishing  of  creation-* 

**  For  in  sir  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the 
sea  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day  ; 
wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the  Sabbath  day  and  hal* 
lowed  it. Exod.  xr.  11.  This  reason  had  no  more 
weight  in  the  time  of  Moses,  than  in  any  preceding  age. 

Taking  for  granted,  however,  the  perpetual  moral 
obligation  of  this  precept  of  the  decalogue,  as  binding 
upon  the  church,  and  upon  the  nations  ;  let  us  attend 
to  its  penal  sanction.”  Exod.  txxi.  14,  15.  “  Ye  shall 
keep  the  Sabbath  therefore  ;  for  it  is  holy  unto  you, 
Every  one  that  defileth  it  shall  surely  be  put  to  death; 
far  whosoever  doetb  any  work  therein,  that  soul  shall 
be  cut  off  from  among  his  people.  Six  days  shall  w'ork 
be  done,  but  the  seventh  is  the  Sabbath  of  rest,  holy 
unto  the  Lord  :  whosoever  doeth  any  work  in  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day,  be  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.”  The  Di¬ 
vine  legislator,  forseeing  that  men  would  be  r^erse  to 
execute  a  penalty  which  they  might  think  severe,  re- 
peates  the  penalty  three  times,  in  two  verses.  1.  “He 
who  de^Icth  it  shall  be  put  to  death.”  S.  “  Whesoev*; 
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er  doeth  any  work  therein,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off 
from  among  his  people.”  3.  “  Whosoever  doeth  any 
work  on  the  Sabbath  day,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to. 
death.”  As  the  Sabbath  is  the  time  appropriated  by' 
the  appointment  of  Jehovah,  for  the  cultivation  of  reli-- 
gious  and  moral  principles  of  action — the  day  on  which 
the  institutions  designed  for  such  cultivation,  are  to  be 
attended  itpon — the  man  who  should  despise  this  day, 
and  defile  it,  by  wordly  labour,  was  to  be  held  an  encr 
my  to  all  morality  and  religion,  and  so  unlit  to  live*  in-  • 
human  society •  -  '  * 

Though  the  stranger  within  the  gates  was  to'be  pro¬ 
hibited  from  doing  any  manner  of  servile  wmrk.on  th€’  * 
day  of  holy’ rest,  *yet^  it  ie  not  added  in  the  penalty;  as 
in  the  crime  of  blasphemy^  that  the  stranger,  who  vio- 
Lites  the  Sabbath;  ‘shall  be  put  to  death. ^  Indeed,  it  is' 
manifest,  that  the  punishment  was  to  be  inflicted  upon  " 
Irsaelites  only  ;  for,  to  them'  only  does  the  phrase 
apply,  “  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from' among  his  peo¬ 
ple.”  The  light  of  nature,  though  it  might  teach  that 
some  part  of  our  time  should  be  exclusively  appropria¬ 
ted  to  devotional  exercises-,  yet  it  gives  no  notice  of  the 
proportion  of  timie  to  be  set  apart,  or  of  the  clay  of  the  * 
week  determined  by  the  Divine  statute.*  *•  It  i3  sinning 
presumptuously*  against  these  statutes,  that  is  made  a 
capital  crime,  and  where  that  ingredient  is  wanting  in 
the  crime,  it  is  not  to. be  capitally  punished.  Num.  xv. 
27,  28.  “  And  if  any  soul  sin  through  ignorance,  then 
he  shall  bring  a  she  goat  df  the  first  year  for  a  sin  ofler-  - 
ing.  And  the  priest  shall  make  an  atonement  for  the 
soul  that  sinneth  ignorantly--and  it  shall  be  forgiven  » 

him.”.  V.  30.  But  the  soul  that  doeth  aught  presump-,** 
-9^ 
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tuously,  {whether  he  be  born  in  the  land,  or  a  stranger,) 
the  same  reproacheth  the  Lord,  and  that  soul  shall  be 
cut  off  from  among  his  people.”  The  formal  reason 
of  the  penalty  is,  that  the  criminal  reproacheth  the 
Lord  presumptuously,  beed  rmay^  vrith  the  hand  lifted 
Tip.  Men  lift  the  hand  to  strike  known  objects,  and 
also  to  swear  with  knowledge.  The  sinning  with  the 
hand  lifted  up,  denotes,  that  the  criminal  knows  who 
God  is,  and  that  he  raises  his  hand  in  the  attitude,  ami 
ibr  the  purpose  of  warring  against  him.  To  this  agrees 
the  Septuagent  r;  the  hand  exalted. 

We  have  a  case  reported,  in  w  hich  a  criminal  was 
tried  and  executed  under  this  law*.  “  While  the  child¬ 
ren  of  Israel  were  in  the  wilderness,  they  found  a  man 
that  gathered  sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day.  '  And  they  that 
found  him  gathering  sticks,  brought  him  onto  all  the 
‘•ongregation,  and  they  put  him  in  ward,  because  it  was 
not  declared  what  should  be  done  onto  him.”  Num, 
jv.  32,  34.  The  crime  was,  gathering  sticks  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  The  word  oizeemj  translated  slicks,  gen¬ 
erally  means  wood  or  timber  ;•  as  II.  Kings,  vi.  4. 
‘‘They,”  the  sons  of  tire  prophets,  ^  cut  down  wood,” 
otzeein^  beams  to  build  a  house.  The  word  used,  Num. 
XV.  is  translated  by  the  seventy  wood.  He  may 
have  been,  and  perbsTps  was,  employed  in  collecting 
some  timber  of  a  'size  which  required  labour. — 
But  how  could  it  be  said,  it  was  not  declared  what 
should  be  done  unto  him  ?”  when  the  law,  quoted 
above,  was  so  distiuct.  Why  consult  the  Lord  ? — 
Doubtless  to  ascertain,  whether  in  the  w  ork,  which  he 
was  doing,  he  had  sinned  presumptuously.  The  Lord 
decides  that  bis  sin  was  presumptuous;  The  law 
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!  J?ecn  promulged,  it  was  perfectly  perspicuous,  acd  had 
been  well  understood  and  acted  upon  by  the  whole 
congregation,  in  abstaining  from  such  wordly  labour, 
as  the  criminal  had  been  employed  in  ;  his  sin  was 
‘  therefore  presumtuous.  The  highest  authority  in  the 
universe,  judging  by  his  own  law,  and  according  to  the 
“  fault,  had  found  him  guilty  ;  and  he  was  accordingly 
executed,  all  the  congregation  stoning  him  with  stones, 
until  he  died. 

Here  was  a  direct  adjudication,  under  the  law,  and 
the  case  so  clear,  that  the  judges  in  Israel,  could  never 
afterwards  be  at  a  loss  as  t#  the  import  of  the  law,  the 
crime  which  was  intended  to  come  under  the  penalty, 
and  the  manner  of  executing  (he  criminal.  How  ag- 
jraved  is  the  sin  of  Sabbath  breaking,  when  the  penal* 
tv  annexed  to  it,  bv  Jehoveh,  is  so  tremendous  ! 

We  have  found  that  the  gross,  direct  and  presump* 
tuous  violation  of  any  of  the  four  precepts  of  the  first 
:  table  of  the  law,  w^as  held  by  the  Divine  code,  to  be 
,  a  capital  crime,  and  it  was  accordingly  punished  with 
death. 

W  hen  the  government  of  Judah  did  not  execute  the 
criminal  statutes  of  the  commonwealth,  and  suffered  the 
people  to  sin  against  God  with  impunity,  the  law  was 
executed,  by  Jehovah  himself,  according  to  the  denun* 
ciation  of  Christ,  by  the  prophet.  Ezek.  xxlii.  46,  46  : 
all  which  was  accomplished  by  the  Assyrian  armies,  in 
the  sacking  of  Judea,  and  in  the  Babylonian  captivity. 

'  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  14 — 21.  Thus  did  the  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  to  Aoti*christian  kingdoms,  under 
six  vials.  Rev.  xvi.  1,  16  :  Thus  he  is  now  doing  un- 
I  vinl  ^even.  v.  17,  21,  and  Rev.  xir..  l7,  20^ 
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him  that  readeth  understand  :  blessed  are  they  ihai  ketf 
their  garments  clean.^^ 

(To  be  continued.) 


Ezekiel’s  millexial  city,  temple  and  land. 

Ezekiel  xl.  — 5.  The  vision  to  which  these  ver¬ 
ses  are  an  introduction,  and  which  is  continued  to  the 
end  of  this  prophecy,  was  seen  by  the  prophet  in  the 
^othyear  of  the  captiv  ity  of  Jehoiachin,  10th  of  the  1st 
raonth,  i.  c.  19  years  and  10  days  from  the  capture  of 
Jehoiahan.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  6.  The  prophet  calls  it 
Qur  captivity,  for  he  was  carried  away  with  that  king. 
It  was  also  in  the  10th  year  after  the  breaking  up  of 
the  city  in  the  1 1th  of  Zedekiah. 

In  the  preceding  visions,  we  have  the  record  of  the 
desolations  of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  land  of  Judah  de¬ 
tailed  ;  and  also  that*  of  the  surrounding  heathen  na¬ 
tions.  Chapter  xxxvii.  records  the  restoration  of  the 
Jews,  under  the  prophetic  parable  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  dry  bones,  in  the  valley  of  vision.  Verse  I — 15, 
and  from  v.  15  to  28,  the  removing  of  all  divisions  in 
the  church,  and  the  blessings  of  Jew  and  Gentile  Chris¬ 
tians  during  the  millenium,  in  general  outline.  Chap, 
xxxviii.  the  army  of  Gog  and  Magog,  or  Russia  and  her 
confederates,  are  assembled  and  warring  until  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  antichrist  are  destroyed  at  the  battle  of  Arma¬ 
geddon,  w  hile  the  two  Witnesses  shall  lie  dead  from 
1863  to 

We  prove  that  the  last  nine  chapters  of  the  prophe¬ 
cy  refer  to  the  millenird  state  of  the  church  and  nations 

•See  Ev»  Witness  Vol.  11.  Review  of  M’Leod  on  ReveU- 
tions. 
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from  the  imagery.  It  was  not  fulfilled  in  the  Irestora- 
tion  of  the  Jews  at  the  decree  of  Cyrus  ;  for  then  the 
land  was  not  portioned  out  among  the  12  tribes,  as 
here.  It  was  not  fulfilled  at  the  coming  of  Christ,  for 
the  princes  of  the  world  and  the  .priests  of  the  Jews 
combined  to  put  him  to  death,  instead  of  entering  into 
!he  holy  city  to  worship.  It  was  not  fulfilled  in.  the 
fime  of  Constantine,  for  then  the  Christian  religion  was 
polluted,  by  being  substituted  in  the  room  of  the  hea¬ 
then  religion,  in  the  embrace  of  the  seven  headed  and 
ten  horned  beast — the  great  sin  for  which  the  true 
church  has  been  clothed  in  sackcloth  1237  years  near¬ 
ly.  It  then  remains  yet  to  be  fulfilled.  The  temple 
is  not  a  literal  but  a  figurative  one..  The  whole  pro¬ 
phecy  is  highly  figurative.  The  prophet  was  a  me¬ 
chanical  genius,  as  we  say,  and  though  a  priest,  had 
learned  and  wrought  in  the  occupation  of  a  carpenter, 
as  a  type  of  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary.  Now  as  this 
prophecy  is  so  highly  figurative  throughout,  it  would 
be  a  monstrous  perversion  to  apply  this  beautiful  ar« 
chitectural  imagery  to  a  mere  literal  temple.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  Jews  may  build  such  a  city  and  temple  af¬ 
ter  they  shall  be  restored  (o  their  own  land,  in  186C. 
But  this  were  a  small  matter,  to  be  the  whole  of  so 
splendid  a  prophecy.  Though  Ezekiel  was  at  Abados 
when  he  had  this  vision,  yet  he  appeared  to  himself  to 
be  in  the  land  of  Israel,  on  the  high  mountain  which 
Ibrms  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  sea  of  Tiberius,  or  the  boundary  line  between  Ash¬ 
er  and  Napthali.  It  is  one  of  the  spurs  of  Mount  Le¬ 
banon.  We  have  not  found  its  name  in  .iny  map  of  Pa- 
Jestrire, 


'jaggy . 


IOC 


JIddrcsB  of  Mr.  wVi/€, 


From  this  mountain,  wLich  for  want  of  a  better 
name,  we  shall  call  Nabathana,  the  prophet  saw’  the 
frame,  or  outline  of  a  city  on  the  south.  From  Xaba- 
thana,  Jerusalem  lies  on  the  south — or  nearly  on  the 
fame  naeridian.  From  the  mountain,  the  hand  of  the 
Lord^  {eeJ  Eeayouay)  the  operation  of‘the  Holy  Ghost, 
brought  him  dow  n  to  the  wall  of  the  city.  From  Na- 
balhana,  be  did  not  see  any  man  ;  for,  in  that  case,  the 
propriety  of  the  imagery  would  have  been  violated. 
But  when  he  came  to  the  wall  of  the  city,  at  the  north 
§;de,  he  saw  a  man,  with  a  measuring  reed  and  a  flax 
line.  Who  is  this  man  ?  What  is  the  measuring  reed  ? 
*What  is  the  import  of  the  flax  line  ? ' 

(To  be  continued.)  , 


The  Address  of  Mr.  Nve,- before  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  w  hich  we,  . some  time  since,, promised  our 
readers,  we  now  lay  before  them.  The  Speaker  was 
appointed  to  read  to  the  House,  the  Solemn-League 
an.'l  Covenant,  before  they,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  king<lom,  should  take  this  solemn  oath  of  allegiance 
to  Messiah,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  Who 
can  read  it  unmoved  by  its  holy  eloquence  ? 


ADDr.ESS. 


A  great  and  solemn  work,  Honourable  and  Rev¬ 
erend,  this  day  is  put  into  our  hands  ;  let  us  stir  up 
and  awaken  our  hearts  unto  it.  We  deal  with  God  as 
well  as  w  ith  men,  and  w  ith  God  in  his  greatness  and  ex¬ 
cellency,  for  by  him  we  swear  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
we  have  to  do  with  God  and  his  goodness,  who  nOw 


leacboth  oat  unto  us  a  strong  and  seasonable  arm 
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assistance.  The  goodness  cf  God  procuring  succour 
and  help  to  a  sinful  and  afllicted  people,  (such  are  we,) 
ought  to  be  matter  of  fear  and  trenthling  even  to  all  that 
hear  of  it,  Jer.  xxxiii.  0.  We  are  to  exalt  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  him  this  day,  who  is  fearful  in  pnuses,  swear  hy 
di:it  Name  which  is  Holy  and  Reverewd,  enter  into  a 
Covenant  and  League  that  is  never  to  be  forgotten  by 
ns  r.or  our  posterity,  and  the  fruit  I  hope  of  it  sliall  be 
so  great,  as  both  they  and  we  shall  have  cause  to  re¬ 
member  it  with  joy  ;  and  such  an  oath  as  for  matter, 
persons,  and  other  circumstances,  the  like  hath  not 
been  in  any  age,  or  oath  we  read  of  in  sacred  or  hu¬ 
man  stories,  vet  suflicientlv  warranted  in  both. 

The  parties  engaging  in  this  League,  are  three  king¬ 
doms,  famous  for  the  knowledge,  and  the  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  Christ  above  all  the  kingdoms  in  the  world  ; 
to  swear  before  such  a  presence,  should  mould  the 
spirit  of  man  into  a  great. deal  of  reverence  ;  what  then 
to  be  engaged,  to  be  incorporated,  and  that  by  sacred 
oath,  with  such  an  high  and  honourable  fraternity  ?  An 
oath  is  to  be  esteemed  so  muri#  the  more  solemn,  by 
how  much  greater  ihe  persons  are  that  swear  each  to 
other.:  as  in  heaven  when  God  swears  to  his  Son,  on 
earth,  w^hen  kings  swear  each  to  other  ;  so  in  this  busi¬ 
ness,  when  kingdoms  swear  mutually. 

“  And  as  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  is  to  be  measured 
hy  the  persons  swearing,  so  by  the  matter  also  that  is 
to  be  sworn  to.  God  would  not  swear  to  Jlhe  covenant 
of  works,  he  intended  not  to  honour  it  so  much,  it  wms 
not  to  continue,  it  was  not  worthy  of  an  oath  of  his  ;  but 
to  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  the  gospel,  he  swears 
and  repents  not  of  it.  God  swears  for  the  salvation  of 
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men  and  of  kingdoms :  and  if  kingdoms  s^ear,  nhai 
subject  of  oath  bccomelh  them  better  than  the  preser¬ 
vation  and  salvation  of  kingdoms,  by  establishing  the 
kingdom  of  a  Saviour  amongst  men,  even  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  a  Mediator  and  Saviour 
for  nations  as  well  as  particular  persons  ? 

The  end  also  is  great  and  honourable,  as  cither  of 
the  former.  Tit'o  is  better  than  onCy  sailb  he,  who  best 
kuoweth  what  is  best:  and  from  whom  alone  everv 
thing  hath  the  goodness  it  hath.  Association  is  of  di* 
vine  offspring  ;  not  only  the  being  of  creatures,  but  the 
putting  of  them  together  :  the  cluster  as  w^ell  as  the 
grape  is  the  ivork  of  God  :  consort  and  harmony  a- 
mongst  men,  especially  amongst  saints,  is  very  pleasing 
unto  the  Lord  ;  if  when  but  two  or  three  agree  and  as¬ 
sent  to  any  thing  upon  earth,  it  shall  be  confirmed 
in  heaven  c  and  for  this,  because  they  gather  together 
in  hU  Name,  much  more  when  two  or  three  kingdoms 
shall  meet  and  consent  together  in  his  Kame^  and  for 
his  Xamt^  that  God  may  be  one^  and  his  JVajne  one 
amongst  ihetny  and  his  presence  amidst  them.  That 
prayer  of  Christ  seemeth  to  proceed  from  a  feeling 
sense  of  his  own  blessedness.  Father y  that  they  may  be 
one,  as  thou  in  mCy  &c.  Unity  amongst  his  churches 
and  children  must  needs  therefore  be  very  ^acceptable 
unto  him  :  for  out  of  the  more  deep  sense,  desires  are 
fetebt  from  within  us,  the  more  pleasing  wHi  be  the 
answer  of  them  unto  us.  Churches  and  kingdoms  are 
Dear  to  God,  his  patience  towards  them,  his  compas¬ 
sions  over  them  more  than  particular  persons,  shewetb 
it  plainly.  But  kingdoms  willingly  engaging  themselves 
<or  Ins  kingdom,  bis  Christ,  bis  saints,  the  purity  of  re- 
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liis  worship  and  government,  in  all  particulars, 
nud  in  all  humility  sitting  clown  at  Ids  feet  to  receive 
the  1  iw,  and  the  rule  from  his  mouth  ;  what  a  price 
!  (loth  he  set  upon  such  ?  especially,  when  (as  we  this 
dav)  sensible  of  our  infirmity,  of  an  unfaithful  heart 
not  steady  with  our  God,  but  apt  to  start  from  the  cause,  . 
if  we  fjcl  the  knife  or  the  fire  ;  who  bind  ourselves 
^  with  cords,  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  horns  of  the  altar :  wc 
;  invocate  the  name  of  the  great  God,  that  his  vows,  yea, 
his  curse  may  be  upon  us,  if  we  do  not  this  ;  yea, 
though  we  suffer  for  so  doing,  that  is,  if  we  endeavour 
rot  so  far  as  the  Lord  shall  assist  us  by  bis  grace,  to 
advance  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  here 
;  upon  earth,  and  make  Jerusalem  once  more  the  praise 
of  the  whole  world  notwithstanding  all  the  contradic- 
I  tions  of  men.  * 

What  is  this  but  the  contents  and  matter  of  our  oath  ? 

■  what  do  we  covenant  ?  what  do  w^e  vow  ?  is  it  not  the 

■  preservation  of  religion,  where  it  is  reformed,  and  the 
reformation  of  religion,  where  it  needs  ?  is  it  not  the 
reformation  of  three  kingdoms,  and  a  reformation  uni¬ 
versal,  in  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship,  in  whatso¬ 
ever  the  word  shall  discover  unto  us  ?  To  practice,  is 
a  fruit  of  love  ;  to  reform,  a  fruit  of  zeal  ;  but  so  to 
reform,  w  ill  be  a  token  of  great  prudence  and  circum-  ^ 
Jpection  in  each  of  these  churches  :  and  all  this  to  be 
done  according  to  God’s  word,  the  best  rule,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  best  reformed  churches,  the  best  inter¬ 
preters  of  this  rule.  If  England  hath  obtained  to  any 

f 

greater  perfection  in  so  baodiing  the  word  o  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  truths,  that  are  according  to  godliness,  as  to 

Blake  men  more  godly,  more  righteous  :  and,  if  in  the 
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Churches  of  Scotland  any  more  light  and  beauty  ia  rriat- 
ters  of  order  and  discipline,  by  which  their  Assemblies 
are  more  orderly  :  or,  if  to  any  other  Church,  or  per¬ 
son,  it  hath  been  given  belter  to  have  learned  Christ 
in  any  of  his  ways,  than  any  of  us,  we  shall  humbly 
bow,  and  kiss  their  lips  that  can  speak  right  words  tinto 
ns,  in  tliis  matter,  and  help  us  into  the  nearest  unifor¬ 
mity  with  the  word  and  mind  of  Christ  in  this  gre;it 
work  of  reformation. 

Honourable  and  Reverend  Brethren,  there  cannot 
be  a  more  direct  and  cfi'ectual  way  to  exhort  and  per¬ 
suade  the  wise,  and  men  of  sad  and  serious  spirits  (aau 
such  arc  you  to  whom  I  am  commanded  to  speak  this 
day.')  than  to  let  into  their  understandings  the  weight, 
and  worth,  and  great  importance  of  the  work,  they  are 
persuaded  unto.  This  oath  is  such,  and  in  the  matter 
and  consequence  of  it,  of  such  concernment,  as  Lean 
truly  say,  it  is  worthy  of  us,  yea,  of  all  these  kingdom?, 
yea,  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ;  for  it  is  swearing 
fealty  and  allegiance  unto  Christ,  the  King  of  kings; 
and  a  giving  up  of  all  these  kingdoms  which  are  in  his 
inheritance,  to  be  subdued  more  to  his  throne,  and 
ruled  more  by  his  sceptre,  upon  whose  shoulders  the 
government  is  laid,  and,  in  the  increase  of  xvhose  govern- 
and  peace  there  shall  be  no  endy  Isa.  ix.  Yea,  we 
find  this  very  thing  in  the  utmost  accomplishment  of  it, 
to  have  been  the  oath  of  (he  greatest  Angel  that  ever 
was,  who  setting  his  feet  upon  two  of  God’s  kingdoms, 
ihe  one  upon  the  sea,  the  other  upon  the  earth,  lifting 
up  his  hand  to  heaven,  as  you  are  to  do  this  day,  and 
so  swearing,  Rev.  x.  The  effect  of  that  oath  you  shall 
find  to  be  this,  that  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  become 
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the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  his  Christ,  and  he  shall* 
reign  forever,  Rev.  xi.  I!is  oath  was  for  the  full  and 
final  accomplishment,  this  of your’s  for  a  gradual,  yet  a 
great  performance  towards  it. 

That  wliich  the  apostles  in  primitive  times  did  so 
nrich  and  so  long  pray  for,  though  never  long  with 
much  quietness  enjoyed,  that  which  our  fathers  in  these 
litter  times  have  fasted,  prayed,  and  mourned  after,  yet 
attained  not  ;  even  the  cause  which  'many  dear  saints- 
now  with  God,  have  furthered  by  extremes!  sufferings, 
poverty,  imprisonment,  banishment',  death,-  even  ever 
since  the  first  dawning  of  Reformation  ;  that  and  the 
very  same  is  the  very  cause  and  work  that  we  are  come 
now,  through  the  mercy  of  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  to 
pray  for,  but  swear  to.-  And  surely  it  can  be  no  other, 
but  the  result  and  answmr  of  such  prayers  and  tears  of 
such  sincerity  and  sufferings,  that  three  kingdoms  should 
be  thus  born,  or  rather  new  born  in  a  day  ;  that  these 
kingdoms  should  be  wrought  about  to  so  great  an  en¬ 
gagement,  than  which  nothing  is  higher  :  for  to  this 
end,  kings  reign,  kingdoms  stand,  and  str.tes  are  upheld. 

It  is  a  special  grace  and  favour  of  God  unto  you. 
Brethren,  Reverend  and  Honourable,  to  vouchsafe  you 
the  opportunity,  and  to  put  into  your  hearts,  (as  this 
day,)' to  engage  your  lives  and  estates  in  matters  so 
much  conceriiiitg  him  and  his  glory.  And  if  y(UJ  should 
tio  no  more  but  lay  a  foundation  stone  in  this  great  work, 
and  by  so  doing  engage  posterity  after  you  to  finish  it, 
1:  were  honour  enough  :  but  there  may  yet  further  use 
be  made  of  you,  who  now  are  to  take  this  oath  :  you 
are  desi^rned  as  chief  master-builders  and  choice  instru- 
ments  for  the  effecting  o^  tiiis  settled  peace  and  refer- 
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iDiition  ;  wliich.  if  the  Lord  shall  please  to  finish  in  your 
hands,  a  greater  happiness  on  earth,  nor  a  greater 
means  to  augment  your  glory  and  crown  in  heaven  you 
are  not  capable  of.  AtkI  this  let  me  further  add  for 
your  encouragement,  of  what  extensive  good  and  fruit 
in  the  success  of  it,  this  very  oath  may  prove  to  be,  ue 
know  not.  »  God  hath  set  his  covenant  like  the  heavens^ 
not  only  fof  duration,  but  like  also  for  extention.  The 
heavens  move  and  roil  about,  and  so  communicate  their 
light,  and  heat,  and  virtue,  to  all  places  and  parts  ofthe 
earth  ;  so  cloth  the  Covenant  of  God  ;  so  may^  this  gift  be 
given  to  other  covenants  that  are  framed  to  that  patterr. 
llow’  much  this  Solemn  League  and  Oath  may  provoke 
other  Reformed  Churches  to  a  further  reformation  of 
themselves  ;  what  light  and  heat  it  may  communicate 
abroad  to  other  parts  of  the  woriil,  it  is  only  in  him  te 
define  to  whom  is  given  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth  for 
his  inhcritanecy  and  wmrketh  by  his  exceeding  great 
power,  great  things  out  of  as  small  beginnings. 

But  however,  this  I  am  sure  of,  it  is  a  way  in  all 
probability  most  likely  to  enable  us  to  preserve  and 
defend  our  religion  against  our  eojnmcn  enemies ;  and 
possibly  a  more  sure  foundation  tl»is  day  will  be  laid 
for  ruining  popery  and  prelacy,  the  chief  of  therd,  th;:a 
as  vet  we  have  been  led  into  in  any  age. 

For  popery',  it  hath  been  a  religion  ever  dexterous 
in  fencing  and  mouuiing  itself  by  association  and  joir-t 
litrength.  All  sorts  of  professior:s  amongst  them  are 
cast  into  fraternities  and  brother-hoods,  and  these  or¬ 
ders  carefnllv  united  by  vow  one  with  another  and 
under  some  more  general  notion  of  common  depend¬ 
ence.  Sj  ‘h  states  also  iinJ  kingdoms  ug  thev  have  thus 
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made  theirs,  they  endeavour  to  improve  and  secure  b}' 
strict  combinations  and  leagues  each  to  other,  witness 
l.ite  years  that  La  Sainte  ligue^  the  holy  league.  It 
will  not  be  unworthy  your  consideration,  whetlier, 
seeing  the  preservation  of  popery  hath  been  by  leagues 
and  covenant,  God  may  not  make  a  league  or  covenant 
to  be  the  destruction  of  it.  Nay,  the  very  rise  of  po- 
])ery  seemeth  to  be  after  such  a  manner  by  kings,  that 
i  is,  kingdoms  assenting  and  agreeing  perhaps  by  some 
joint  covenant  (the  text  saith,  •Oi'ith  one  mind^  why  not 
then  with  one  mouth)  to  give  their  power  and  strength 
unto  the  Beast,  and  make  war  against  the  Lamb,  Rev. 
xvii.,  where  you  read  the  Lamb  shall  overcome  the 
Beast,  and  possibly  with  the  same  weapons  ;  he  is  the 
Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings,  be  can  unite  kings  and 
kingdoms,  and  give  them  one  mind  also  to  destroy  the 
whore,  and  be  her  utter  ruin.  And  may  not  this 
!  (by’s  w  ork  be  a  happ}"  beginning  of  such  a  blessed  ex¬ 
pedition  ? 

Prelacy,  another  common  enemy,  that  we  covenant 
and  sw^ear  against.  What  hath  been,  or  what  hath  the 
strength  of  it  been,  but  a  subtle  combination  of  clergy¬ 
men  formed  into  a  policy  or  body  of  their  own  inven¬ 
tion,  framing  themselves  into  subordination  and  depend¬ 
ence  one  upon  another  ;  so  that  the  interest  of  each  is 
improved  by  all,  and  a  great  power  by  this  means  ac¬ 
quired  to  themselves,  as  by  sad  experience  we  have 
lately  found.  The  joints  and  members  of  this  body, 
you  know  were  knit  together  by  the  sacred  engagement 
i  of  an  oath,  the  oath  of  canonical  obedience  as  they 
called  it.  You  remember  also  with  what  cunning  in¬ 
dustry  they  endeavoured  lately  to  make  this  oath  and 
10^ 
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covenant  more  sure  for  themselves  and  their  ^josteiilv, 
and  intended  a  more  public,  solemn  and  universal  ew- 
gagement,  th.in  since  popery  this  cause  of  theirs  was 
ever  in  iintained  or  supported  by.  And  questionless, 
Ireland  and  Scotland  also  must  at  last  have  been  brought 
into  this  holy  league  with  England.  But  blessed  Le 
the  Lord,  and  blessed  be  his  good  hand  the  rarliament, 
that  from  the  indignation  of  their  spirits  against  so  hor¬ 
rid  a  yoke,  have  dashed  out  the  very  brains  of  this 
project,  and  are  now  this  day  present  before  the  Lord 
to  take  and  give  possession  of  this  blessed  ordinance, 
even  an  oath  and  covenant  as  solemn  and  of  as  larire 
extent  as  they  intended  theirs,  uniting  these  tliree  king¬ 
doms  into  such  a  happy  combination  as  will  donbtlees 
preserve  us  and  our  reformation  against  them,  though 
their  iniquity  in  the  mysteries  of  it  should  still  be  work¬ 
ing  amongst  us.  Come  therefore  (I  speak  in  the  words 
of  the  Prophet)  let  ns  join  ourselves  unto  the  Lord,  and 
one  to  another,  and  each  to  all,  in  a  perpetual  covenant 
that  shall  net  he  forgotten. 

VVe  are  now  entering  upon  a  w’ork  of  the  greatest 
moment  and  concernment  to  us,  and  to  our  posterity 
after  us,  that  ever  was  undertaken  by  any  of  us,  or  any 
of  our  fore-f.ithers  before  us,  or  neighbouring  nations 
about  us  ;  if  the  Lonl  shall  bless  this  beginning,  it  will 
be  a  happy  day,  and  we  shall  be  a  happy  people.  An 
oath  is  a  duty  of  tlie  first  commandment,  and  therefore 
of  the  highest  and  noblest  order  and  rank  of  duties, 
therefore  mu^t  come  fonh  attended  with  choices  gra¬ 
ces,  especially  with  these  tw’o,  humility  and  fear. 

Fear,  not  only  of  God,  which  ought  to  be  in  an  emi¬ 
nent  measure,  Gen.  xxxi.  o3.  Jaccb  swarc  by  the  fear 
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;  of  liis  Either  Isaac,  as  If  he  coveted  to  inherit  his  Cither’s 
grace,  as*  well  as  his  ftther’s  God  :  but  also,  tear  of  an 
:  oath  it  being  a  ilreadAil  duty,  and  hath  this  peculiar,  it 
is  established  l>y  the  oath  of  God,  I  have  sveorn,  that 
?  unto  me  every  tongue  shall  swear,  Isa.  xlv.  23.  It  is 
mule  the  very  character  of  a  saint,  he  fears  an  oath, 
Keel.  ix.  2, 

Humility  is  another  grace  requisite.  Set  your  hearts 
before  God  in  an  humble  obedient  frame  ;  Deut.  ix. 
Thou  shalt  fear  the  Lord  thy  Cod,  and  serve  him,  and 
J  s'xear  by  his  name.  The  apostle  Paul  was  sensible  of 
j  this  engagement,  even  in  the  very  act  of  this  duty,  Rom. 
i.  d.  I  call  God  to  witness,  whom  I  serve  in  my  spirit  ; 
although  it  be  a  work  of  the  lips,  yet  the  heart  and  the 
whole  man  must  be  interested  if  we  expect  this  worship 
to  be  acceptible,  Psal.  cxix.  108.  Jlccept  the  free  will 
oJFering  of  my  mouth,  and  teach  me  thy  judgments .  * 

Also  it  must  be  done  in  the  greatest  simplicity  and 
pliiinness  of  spirit,  in  respect  of  those  with  whom  w^e 
*  covenant ;  we  call  God  as  a  wdtness  betw  ixt  us  who 
^  searcheth  the  heart  :  with  him  is  wisdom  and  strength^ 

^  the  deceived  and  deceiver  is  his.  Job,  xii.  19.  lie  hath 
wisdom  to  discover,  and  strength  to  punish,  if  our  hearts 
be  not  upright  to  our  brethren  in  this  matter.  Let  us 
be  contented  wdth  this,  that  the  words  of  our  covenant 
be  bands,  it  may  not  be  so  much  as  in  the  desire  of  our 
hearts  that  they  should  become  snares,  no  not  to  the 
i  weakest  and  simplest  j#^"rson  that  joineth  with  us.  On 
^  the  whole  work,  make  yotir  address  unto  God,  as  Jacob 
did  to  his  father  Isaac,  and  let  there  be  th^  like  fear  and 
jealousy  over  your  spiiits,  Gen.  xxvii.  12.  My  father 
peradventure  will  feel  ine,  and  I  shall  seem  to  him  as  a  dc* 
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ccivcTy  and  I  shall  bring  a  curse  upon  rne^  and  not  a  hki. 


1  take  libert}’  with  more  earnestness  to  press  thisp  re 
care  upon  you,  because  I  have  observed,  oaths  and  cov- ci 
enants  ifave  been  undertaken  by  us  formerly,  and  by  y  ar 
the  command  of  authority,  the  fruit  whereof,  though  ^  C 
great,  yet  not  answered  our  expectation  ;  the  Lord  i  a; 
surely  hath, been  displeased  with  the  slightness  of  our  [I  fi 
hearts  in  the  work.  I  beseech  you  be  more  w’atchful,  ij  a 

If  i: 

‘I  ^ 


take  in  this  kind,  so  is  it  our  last  refuge,  tabula  post 


naufragium.  If  this  help  us  not,  we  are  likely  tore-  |^ 
main  to  our  dying  day,  an  unhappy  people  ;  but  if  other*  p 

•  •  1 1  •  1  1  .  t  11  1  j  i 


wise,  you 'will  indeed  s'w ear 'with  all  your  hearts^ 
seek  the  Lord  with  your  whole  desire^  God  will  be  founds  .1 
and  give  you  rest  round  about^  2  Chron.  xv.  15.  |  jj 

And  having  sworn,  and  entered  into  this  solemn  en- 1!‘ 

■  * 

gngement  to  God  and  man,  make  conscience  to  do  ac*  |! 
cordingly,  otherwise  it  is  better  thou  shouldst  not  vow, 
Eccl.  v.  As  is  said  of  fasting,  it  is  not  the  bowing  down  h 

.  '  *  .  .  >  ri 

of  the  head  for  a  day,  so  of  this  solemn  swearing  ;  it  is  || 
not  the  lifting  up  of  the  hand  for  a  day,  but  an  honest  I  jj 
and  faithful  endeavouring  after  the  contents  of  thiscov*  y 
enant  all  our  days.  A  truce  breaker  is  reckoned  up  y 

amongst  the  vilest  of  Christians,  2  Tim.  iii.  3.  So  a  || 

1 1 

covenant-breaker  is  lifted  up  amongst  the  worst  of  [ 
Heathens,  Rom.  i.  31.  But  he  that  sweareth  and  |  j 
changeth  not,  though  he  swear  to  his  hurt,  that  is,  he  \l 
that  will  keep  his  Covenant  and  Oath,  though  the  con-  |  I 
tents  of  it  prove  not  for  him,  nay  possibly  against  him,  u 
yet  he  will  keep  it  for  his  oath’s  sake,  suoh  a  one  shali^  r| 
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have' his  habitation  Tanth  the  J\ lost  Iligh^  and  dzi'ell  in  his 
tabernacle^  Psal.  xv.  And  as  fcr  you,  Reverend  Breth¬ 
ren,  t!)at  are  mini?jters  of  the  gospel,  thore  is  yet  anoth¬ 
er  obligation  will  lie  upon  you  :  let  us  look  to  ourselves, 
and  make  provision  to  walk  answerable  to  this  our 
Covenant  for  the  gospel’s  sake  ;  it  will  reflect  a  great 
asperation  upon  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  if  we  should  be 
false  or  uriconstant  in  any  word  or  purpose,  though  in 
a  m  atter  of  less  consequence,  as  you  can  easily  collect 
from  that  apology  of  Paul^  2  Cor,  i.  17,  18,  how  much 
more  in  such  a  case  as  this  is,  if  we  should  be  found  to 
purpose,  nay  more,  to  vow,  and  covenant,  and  swear, 
and  all  this  according  unto  the  fleshy  and  with  us  there 
should  65,  notwithstanding  all  these  obligations,  yea,  yea^ 
and  nay,  nay. 

That  we  may  all  who  take  the  Covenant  this  day,  be 
constant,  immovable,  and  abdund  in  this  work  of  the. 
Lord,  that  we  may  not  start  aside,  or  give  back,  or  go 
on  uncomfortably,  there  is  a  twofold  grace  or  qualifica¬ 
tion  to  be  laboured  after. 

1.  We  must  get  courage,  spirits  that  are  bold  arid  re¬ 
solute.  It  is  said  in  Haggai,  that  the  Lord  stirred  up 
the  spirit  of  Zcruhhabel ,  gOLcrnor  of  Judah,  and  the  spirit 
(f  Joshua  the  high  priest,  and  the  spirit  of  all  the  rein- 
nmt  of  the  people,  and  they  came,  and  did  work  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  The  w’ork  of  God’s  house,  reforma¬ 
tion-work  especially,  is  a  stirring  work  :  read  stories, 
you  find  not  anj^  where,  reformation  made  in  any  age, 

either  in  doctrine  or  clisci{>line,  w  ithout  great  sir  and 

• 

opposiliori.  This  was  fortold  by  the  same  prophet, 
f^bap.  ii.  ver.  7,  the  promise  is,  he  will  Jill  his  house 
^'ith  g^ory.  But  whatgoeth  before,  ver.  6.  Yet  once' it 
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Is  'a  litile  while  and  1  will  shake  ihe  heavens^  and  tU 
earthy  and  the  sea,  arid  the  dr^  land^  that  is  all  nations^ 
as  ill  the  wonls  following.  This  place  is  applied  llcb. 
xii.  to  the  removing  Jewish  rites,  the  moveables  oi 
God’s  house.  The  like  you  find  in  the  apostles’  time?, 
-Acts  xvii.  the  truth  being  preached,  some  believed, 
others  did  not :  here  beginneth  the  stir,  ver.  6.  Those 
that  believed  not,  took  unto  themselves  certain  lexed  Jd* 
lows  (f  the  baser  sort,  and  gathered  a  company,  and  set 
all  the  city  in  an  uproar  ;  and  when  they  had  done  so, 
complained  of  the  brethren  to  the  rulers,  as  men  that 
turn  the  xj^orld  upside  down  y  or,  6,  read  also  Acts  xxi. 
27,  30,  31.  In  such  a  work  therefore,  men  had  need 
be  of  stout,  resolute,  and  composed  spirits,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  go  on  in  the  main,  and  stir  in  the  midst 
of  such  stirs,  and  not  be  amazed  at  any  such  doings. 
It  may  possibly  happen,  that  even  amongst  yourselves, 
there  will  be  outcries.  Sir,  you  will  undo  all,  saith  one, 
you  will  put  all  into  confusion,*  saith  another  ;  if  you 
take  this  course,  saith  a  third,  we  can  expect  nothing j 
but  blood  :  but  a  wise  statesman,  like  an  experienced 
seaman,  knoweth  the  compass  of  his  vessel,  and  though 
it  heave,  toss,  and  the  passengers  cry  out  about'  him, 
yet  in  the  midst  of  all,  he  is  himself,  tufneth  not  aside 
from  his  work,  but  steereth  on  his  course.  I  beseech 
you,  let  it  be  seriously  considered,  if  you  mean  to  do 
any  such  w  ork  in  the  house  of  God  as  this  is  ;  if  you 
mean  to  pluck  up  what  many  years  ago  was  planted,  or 
to  build  up  what  so  long  ago  was  pulled  down,  and  to 
go  through  with  this  work,  and  not  be  discouraged,  you 
must  beg  of  the  Lord  this  excellent  spirit,  this  resolute 
stirring  spirit,  otherwise  you  will  be  outspirited,  and 
both  you  and  your  cause  slighted  and  dishonoured. 
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2.  On  the  other  hand,-  we  must  lahonr  for  humilitj', 
prudence,  gentleness,  meekness.  A  mun  muy  be  very 
zealous  and  resolute,  and  yet  very  meek  and  merciful: 
Jesus  Christ  was  a  Lion  and  yet  was  a  Lamb  also  ;  in 
one  place  he  telleth  them,  he  cometh  to  send  Jlre  cn 
{the  earth  ;  and  in  another  place,  rebuketh  his  disciples 

4 

ifor  their  fiery  spirits.  Luke  ix.  59.  There  Wr^s  the 
jlika  com[>osition  in  Aloses  and  in  Paid  ;  and  it  is  of  great 
use,  especially  in  tliis  work  of  reformation.  I  have 
^not  observed  any  disputes  carried  on  with  more  bitter¬ 
ness  in  men’s  writings,  and  with  more  unsanctified  heat 
g  of  spirit,  yea,  and  by  godly  men'too,  than  in  controver¬ 
sies,  about  discipline,  Church-government,  ceremonies, 
and  the  like.  Surely,  to  argue  about  government  with 
such  ungoverned  passions,  to  argue  for  reformation 
with  a  spirit  so  unreformed,  is  very  uncomely.  Let  us 
be  zealous,  as  Christ  was,  to  cast  out  all,  to  extirpate 
and  root'otit  every  plant  his  heavenly  Father  had  not 
planted  ;  and  yet  let  us  do  it  in  an  orderly  way,  and  with 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  whose  servants  we  are.  The  ser- 
ivant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive^  hut  be  gentle  to  all  men^ 
'(ipt  to  leach^  patient^  in  meekness  instructing  those  zvho 
:  oppose,  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25.  We  solemnly  engage  fids 
(lav  our  utmost  endeavours  for  reformation  ;  let  us  re- 
member  this,  that  too  much  heat,  as  well  as  too  much 
I  coldness,  may  harden  men  in  their  ways,  and  hinder 
reformation. 

Brethren,  let  us  come  to  this  blessed  w  ork  with  such 
a  frame  of  heart,  with  such  a  mind  for  the  present,  w  ith 
«uch  resolutions  for  the  lime  to  come  ;  let  us  not  be 
wanting  to  the  opportunity,  God  hath  put  into  our  hands 
this  day  ;  and  then  I  can  promise  you  as  the  prophet, 
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consider  this  day  and  vpxcards^  eien  from  this  day,  I 
the  foundation  of  the  Lord"' s  'work  is  laid^  f  oris/rfcr /r  I 
from  this  day  will  I  bless  you,  saiih  the  Lord,  Nay,  we 
have  i'ceeived  as  it  were  the  first  fruits  of  this  promise; 
for  as  it  Is  said  of  some  men  s  good  works,  4hcy  are 
ifest  before  hand,  1  Tim.  v.  even  so  may  be  salt!  of 
the  good  work  of  this  day,  it  is  manifest  befcre  hand,  I 
God  hath  as  it  were  before  liand  testified  liis  acccji- 
tance  ;  wliile  we  were  thinking  and  purposing  his  free*  k 
will  ofifering,  he  was  jirotccting  and  defending  our  army, ; 

•  rausing  our  enemies,  the  enemies  of  this  work  to  ike 
before  us,  and  gave  us  a  victory,  not  to  be  despised.— 
Surely  this  Oath  and  Covenant  shall  be  Judalds  joy, 
the  joy  and  comfort  of  this  whole  kingdom,  yea,  of  all 
the  three  kingdoms. 

Jesus  Christ  King  of  the  saints  govern  us  by  his  Spir¬ 
it,  strengthen  us  by  his  power,  undertake  for  us  accor¬ 
ding  as  he  hath  sworn,  even  the  oath  which  he  sware  k 
our  father  Abraham,  that  he  would  grant  unto  us,  that 

we  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  might 
serve  him  without  jear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness  be¬ 
fore  him  all  the  days  of  our  life,  Luke  i.  Grant  unto  ih 
also,  that  w’hen  this  life  is  finished,  and  we  gathered  to 
our  fathers,  there  may  be  a  generation  out  of  our  loins 
to  stand  up  in  this  cause,  that  his  great,  and  reverend 
name  may  be  exalted  from  one  generation  to  another, 
until  he  himself  shall  come,  and  perfect  all  with  his  own 
wisdom  :  even  6o  come  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly* 
Amen. 
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Address  to  the  Clergy  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
Theological  writings  of  th£  lion,  Emmanuel  Swedenborgs 
U\j  a  Member  of  the  A'ew  Jerusalem  Church. 

Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Desjiise  not  prophesyings.  Prove 
dV  thing ff  :  hold  fast  that  xoLich  is  goodP — I.  Thes.  v.  19,20,  21, 

Bedford,  i^PennT)  1824‘.  pp.  16.  Sro. 

We  have  read  this  pamphlet  with  mingled  emotions 
of  pity  and  indignation,  when  perhaps  w^e  ought  to  have 
felt  compassion  only.  VVe  have  pity  for  a  writer  who 
-seems  to  be  an  amiable  man,  of  some  reading,  and  taste 
for  composition,  and  who  really  believing,  as  we  doubt 
not  he  does,  what  he  writes,  is  zealous  for  its  diffusion, 
from  an  impulse  which  he  mistakes  for  pure  benevo¬ 
lence.  We  have  been  indignant  that  a  man,  who,  as 
appears  from  this  address,  does  not  understand  the 
rudiments  of  English  grammar,  takes  upon  himself  the 
office  of  instructing  the  clergy  of  the  United  States, 
constituting  himself,  pro  forma,  theological  professor 
for  the  whole  church  in  this  commonwealth. 

Nevertheless,  we  agree  wdth  him,  that  the  disciples 
of  Baron  Sw^edenborg,  should  be  reasoned  with  as  ra¬ 
tional  men,  and  that  the  discussion  of  their  dogmat 
should  be  conducted  in  such  a  way,  as  is  calculated  to 
bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  not  by  fierce 
invective  to  irritate  their  evil  passions.  That  their 
numbers  are  considerable,  we  believe  with  the  writer, 
but  we  think  he  speaks  rather  unadvisedly,  when  he 
ays :  There  are  few  towns  of  any  consequence  ia 

the  U.  States,  but  what  contain  in  the  body  of  iheir 
inhabitants,  readers  and  zealous  patrons  of  the  writings 
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of  liaron  Swedenborg.”  (p.  6.)  But,  though  lliey 
were  much  fewer  in  number  than  they  really  are,  we 
would  gladly  be  the  instruments  of  reclaiming,  at  least 
some  of  them,  and  bringing  them  to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  the  way  of  salvation  .through  a  crucified  Saviour, 
Tlie  writer  professes  to  abound  in  charity,  and  yet 
he  tells  us  that  doctrines  which  we  and  our  fathers 
have  held  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  are  depec« 
ted  by  the  Baron,  “  under  the  significative  images  of 
Bragon^  Beast^  False  Prophet^  and  the  Great  JVhore'^ 
He  has  charity  enough  to  approve  all  this.  Those 
who  maintain  them,  and  w  rite  against  the  Baron,  are 
ignorant  or  ilBdcsigning  men,” 

ore  smooth  than  butter  are  his  words. 

And  yet  drawn  swords  they  are.** 

Passing  this  virulence  against  the  whole  church,  ex¬ 
cept  the  New  Jerusalemites,  we  do  not  observe  much 
unsound  doctrine,  or  indeed  doctrine  of  any  kind,  ex¬ 
cept  his  effort  to  disprove  the  doctrine  of  a  trinity  of 
persons  in  the  Godhead.  In  this  attempt,  whether  be 
treats  the  Protestant  cliurches  disingenuously  or  igno¬ 
rantly  we  are  uncertain — the  latter,  we  hope-.  Hi? 
words  are  : — ‘‘  And  have  not  others  divided  this  emt 
only  Lord,  and  God  into  three,  making  one  God  of  the 
Father,  another  of  the  Son,  and  another  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ? — Do  you  not  regard  the  Holy  Ghost  as  a  per¬ 
son  separate  from  both,”  (the  Father  and  the  Son.) 

assigning  to  both  distinct  attributes  and  offices  V' 
We  answ^er  no.  What  Trinitarian  teaches  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  separate  from  the  Father  and  Son  ?  Who 
maintains  that  the  three  persons  are  three  Gods  ?  The 
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doctrine  of  the  Shorter  Catechism  of  the  Westminster 
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Assembly,  and  of  trinitarians  generally  is  : — There 
are  three  persons  in  the  Godhead,  the  Father,  Son,  and 
iloly  Ghost,  and  these  three  are  one  God,  the  same  in 
substance,  equal  in  power  and  glory.”  Would  he 
make  a  man  two  persons,  because  composed  of  soul 
and  body  ?  And  is  he  not  disingenuous  in  represent¬ 
ing  trinitarians  as  making  three  Gods,  when  they  main¬ 
tain  that  three  divine  persons  subsist  in  the  Godhead — 
one  God  the  same  in  substance  ? 

[le  does  not  tell  his  readers  that  the  Baron  and  his 
followers,  do  not  number  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  and 
many  parts  of  the  Bible  among  the  inspired  writings. 

Ho  advises  all  ministers  to  read  the  Baron  without 
prejudice  before  they  condemn  his  tenets.  It  is 
enough  for  us  to  know,  from  the  author  of  this  pam¬ 
phlet,  that  the  honourable  Baron  rejects  the  doctrine 
of  the  trinity  of  persons.  However,  we  have  exten¬ 
sively  read  the  writings  ef  the  Sivedish  Scribe 
our  author  calls  him  and  do  reiect  his  effusions  for  the 
following  among  other  reasons  : 

1.  He  places  himself  above  Christ ;  for  the  spiritual 
sense  was  never  known,  he  says,  until  he  tauglit  it.  He 
is  therefore  a  greater  teacher  than  Christ,  and  all  his. 
apostles  and  ministers  for  1700  years. 

2.  He  rejects  the  propitiatory  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

3.  He  makes  faith,  love  and  good  works  to  be 
synonymous  terms. 

4.  He  rejects  the  doctrine  of  election,  and  says  he 
saw  Calvin  walking  in  the  muddy  streets  in  the  suburbs 

I 

of  heaven,  excluded  from  bliss  for  maintainirg  it. 

5.  He  says  the  last  judgment  is  past  already. 


V' 


l3.  Ife  sends  all  professors  of  religion  to  pcnliil^i 
who  were  before  him  ;  for,  as  they  knew  not  the  Spirit, 
being  ignorant  of  his  doctrine  corresjycndcnces^  the  let¬ 
ter  must  have  killed  them. 

7.  Ho  makes  man  his  own  Saviour — as  he  says  th:it 
the  injivoscs  from  lieavcn  arul  hell  are  equal,  so  man  is 
placed  in  the  equilibrium  of  free  will,  and  saves  himself 
by  volition.' 

8.  lie  denies  the  resurrection  of  the  body. 

9.  He  pretends  to  add  to  the  Bible.  Vv  hereas  God 
says  :  “  If  any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things,  God 
shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  thk 
book.”  Rev.  xxii.  18. 

10.  He  says  in  a  book  called  “  The  Heavens  and 
the  Hells,”  that  he  was  at  a  marriage  in  heaven,  where 
nectarious  wines  were  quaffed  from  foaming  golden 
goblets,  by  the  guests  :  whereas,  Christ  says,  that  there 

tliey  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage.” 

This  kind  of  heaven  pleases  men  of  the  world. -r 
They  read  the  Daron,  and  scarcely  open  any  other 
book  on  the  subject  of  religion.  Their  sensual  fancy 
is  charmed  and  their  judgment  bewildered.  Tficy  in¬ 
vite  to  the  profound  study  of  Swedenborg.  We  be¬ 
seech  them  to  enter  on  (he  careful  study  of  the  Bible, 
with  prayer  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may'  lead  them  ir.to 
all^tnilli.  Let  them  make  themselves  arquainled  with 
the  faith  of  the  chu  rcli  cf’Gotl  in  p.tst  ages,  bcfyic  tliey 
reject  its  holy  licai  crs,  for  lljc  Barou’s  seiisuul  one. 
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j  REVIEW  OF  BROWNLEE  ON  QUAKERISM. 

i  '  '  • 

i  A  Careful  and  Free  Inquiry  into  the  true  nature  and 
j  tendency  of  the  Religious  Principles  ,uf  the  Society  of 
I  Friends^  commonly  called  (Quakers,  .  In  tzii)o  parts — 
it  i.  The  history  of  their  opinions:  the  rise  and  progress 
I  of  the  society,,.  If,  'Dissertations  on  their  doctrinal  tenets^ 
{heir  Ivor  ship,  ministry,  4’C.  By  William  Craig  Broun- 
I  ke,  A.  M.  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  - 
I  “  Suis-je  seul  ?  Je  me  plaia  encore  an  coin  da  feuP 

Philadelphia,  1824.  pp,  334.  vvo. 


A  very  long  title  page — it  almost  puts  us  out  of  brcatli  • 
to  quote  it  all,  The  author  of  this  book  was  educated 
ill  Scotland,  and  licenced  tO' preach  the  gospel,  by  the 
Associate,  commonly  called  the  Antiburgher  church. 
After  his  emigration* to  this  country^  he  was  settled  in 
the  pastoral  charge  of  an  Antiburghcr  congregation,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Canonsburgh,  in  West  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  It  was  not  long  after  that  settlement,  until  he 
was  translated  to  the  Antiburgher  congregation  of  Phil- 
^elpliia.  lie  had  not  been  long  pastor  of  that  people, 
until  he  became  restilT.  The  Psalms  of  David  became 
a  burden  to  him,  when  there  was  a  large  congregation 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church  vacant,  to  which,  it 
was  possible  he  might  be  transferred.  He  sought  and 
•btained,  a  dismission  from  the  little  Antiburgher  so¬ 
ciety.  He  preached  among  the  Dutch,  the  doctrine  of 
election,  not  aware,  it  would  seem,  that  it  would  be 
offensive.  Whether  the  offence  taken  at  this  article  of 
Calvinism,  or  the  fear  of  trusting  a  man,  who  might 
be  thought  to  have  abandoned  his  former  connection, 
for  filthy  lucre’s  sake,  or  some  other  cause  ;  it  is  ccr- 
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(;un,  he  fiiilofl  in  obtaining  a  settlement  in  the  Reformed 
Hutch  church.  He,  at  length,  was  installed  in  the 
'pastoral  cliarge  of  a  general  assembly  Presbyteriaa 
congregation,  at  Basking  Riclge,  New-Jersey,  where 
he  sings  Walts’  Psalms,  in  preference  to  David’s,  makes 
a  local  revival,  gets  his  name  in  the  magazines,  pub¬ 
lishes  that  he  is  descended  of  the  Earl  of  Torfoot,  a 
Scottish  •  Covenanter — a  connection,  by  the  way,  of 
w  hicli  this  trimmer  oughtUo  be  asbamed. 

Having  got  into  one  of  ^the  largest  bodies  of  pro¬ 
fessing  Christians,  in  our  country,  he  en}|>loys  his  pen 
to  rouse  the  indignation  of  the  churches,  against  the 
small,  unoiTending  society  of  Friends.  Is  this  magnar.i^ 
mous  ?  That  he  discloses,  w’ith  considerable  research, 
and  smartness,  some  erroneous  tenets  of  the  society, 
which  he  fills  upon  without  mercy,  is  true.  But  eui 
hono  ?  Does  he  w  rite  w  ith  a  view  to  persuade  the 
Quakers  to  relinquish  their  errors  ;  to  instruct  them  in 
the  spirit  of  meekness  ?  Not  at  all.  His  object, 
throughout,  appears  to  be,  to  render  them  odious.— 
After  all,  what  does  all  his  arrav  amount  to  ?  Tk 
Qtiakcrs  are  Arminians,  do  not  celebrate  the  Sacra¬ 
ments  outwardly,  nor  maintain  a  regular  ministry.  All 
this  we  regret.  But  as  to  Arminianism.  Is  not  Armin- 
ianism,  or  w  hat  is  much  worse,  Hopkinsianism,  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  great  majority  of  tlie  Presbyterian  church, 
and  their  congregational  connections  in  New-England! 
It  is  w  ell  known,  that  many  of  their  ministers  do  not, 
and  dare  not,  preach  the  doctrines  of  their  Confession, 
to  whicli  they  are  solemnly  bound  by  their  ordination 
vows.  They  swear  their  people  to  a  Confession, 
w  hich  many  of  them  Lave  never  read,  and  to  doctrines 
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led  ■  ^vlilch  they  do  not  believe.  WonUl  it  not  have  been  more 

the  i  honourable  for  this  master  of  ar/s,  in  getting  out  of  a 

ian  '  small  society,  into  a  large  one,  to  have  attempted  a  re- 

Jre  \  :  form  of  Armieianism  in  the  general  assembly  people, 

Ives  ’  and  a  reform  of  Ilopkinsianisra  among  his  clerical 

iib-  1  brethren  ?  That  would  not  have  been  the  road  to 

t,  a  j  worldly  preferment. 

of  I  but  the  Quakers  do  not  administer  the  Lord’s  sup- 
I  '■  per,  and  baptism.  Very  true.  Cut  whether  is  it  not 
ro-  bettor  to  abstain  from  approaching  the  Lord’s  table, 

^en  ■  than  to  approach  it,  prayerless  and  erroneous.  Is  it 
iho  not  less  sinful  to  refrain  from  the  onlinance  of  baptism, 

ir.b  ihin  to  administer  it  to  the  graceless  acid  prefane  ? — 

cl),  -  Why  (lid  not  the  careful  and  free  inquirer  into  Qiiakcr- 
•ty,  ;  ism,  inquire  into  the  prostitution  of  the  sacraments  in 
cut  I  iiis  own  Presbyterian  body  ?  It  w’as  not  the  road  to 
ihe  preferment. 

I  in  The  Quakers  have  no  stated  ministry.  Ail  true.  Is 
ict,  this  worse  than  having  a  stated  ministry,  who  read 
'  short  sermons  to  please  the  people,  and  teach  doctrines 

'im  contrary  to  their  ordination  vows  ?  Is  it  worse  than 

ra-  maintaining  a  ministry,  w^ho  dare  not,  and  many  of 

All  I  iiliom  could  not,  and  would  not  if  they  chare,  declare 

in-  I  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  contained  in  their  standards  ? 
rc-  :  The  Quakers  are  rich,  but  there  is  no  large  congrega- 
ch,  tion  to  seduce  by  pay,  and  other  worldly  honours,  the 
d !  preachers  of  small  denominations,  into  their  connec- 
ot,  lion. 

3n,  The  Quakers  will  not  swear  oaths.  Very  true.  “  It 
ion  ^  is  better  not  to  vow^,  than  to  vow  and  not  pay.”  The 
)n,  careful  and  free  inquirer,  will  understand  this,  for  he 
les  must  remember  sometimes,  his  vows  to  the  Antiburgher 
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system,  in  baptism,  at  the  Lord’s  table,  and  at  his  H 
licensure  and  ordination.  Among  these  his  oath  to 
sing  only  inspired  psalms.  Had  he  not  better  exposed 
the  evil  of  Watts’  psalms  in  the  general  assembly  ?  If 
was  not  the  road  to  preferment.  When  will  ministers 
and  people  remember  that  God  will  avenge  the  breach 
of  solemn  covenants  ? 

Let  us  try  the  other  side  of  the  question.  Who 
does  not  admire  the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  the 
Quaker '  dress  ?  Semplex  mundxties^  it  is  almost  to 
perfection.  How  far  superior  to  Presbyterian  con¬ 
gregational  flounces  and  furbelows!  Their  simple 
grammatical  style  is  worthy  of  imitation.  They 
avoid  lascivious  dancings.  How  many  Presbyterians 
‘‘  send  forth  their  children  and  they  dance,”  and  even 
pay  for  learning  this  folly.  The  Quakers  give  no  coun¬ 
tenance  to  theatres.^  Can  Presbyterians  wash  their 
hands  of  this  sin  ?  Look  at  the  Quaker  charities,  in 
maintaining  their  own  poor  ;  consider  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital.  Can  minister  Brownlee’s  church  boast  of 
so  noble  an  institution  ?  Slavery — Can  this  be  men¬ 
tioned  without  making  the  author  blush  for  the  iniquity 
of  his  present  connection.  In  the  former  edition  of 
the  Confession  of  Faith,  they  denounced  slavery  as  a 
great  moral  evil.  In  a  late  edition,  this  testimony  in 
behalf  of  the  oppressed,  and  against  the  oppressor,  is 
expunged,  while  the  society  of  Friends  have  not  only 
emancipated  generously,  at  least  justly,  all  their  own 
slaves,  but  have  exerted  themselves  to  procure  the 
emancipation  of  others.  The  righteous  Lord  lovelh 
judgment. 

*A  New’- York  play  actress  receives  Rr,000  per  annurr^^ 
more  than  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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I  After  all,  there  is  some  fine  writing  in  parson  Brown^ 
j  lee’s  book.  Much  extraneous  matter,  however,  is 
I  dragged  in  to  emblazon  bis  ancestry,  whose  very  name 
'should  make  him  blush. 

We  close  with  an  extract  from  page  73.  It  ought 
Uo  shame  many  who  call  themselves  the  zealous  friends 
cf  truth,  while  it  furnishes  a  just  account  of  the  chief 
cause  of  the  growth  of  Quakerism,  and  gives  a  spicimen 
I  of  Mr.  B.’s  style. 

I  They  (the  Quakers)  seized  with  avidity  on  the 
I  opportunities,  presented  to  them  of  joining  the  wander- 
ling  multitude  into  their  folds  ;  they  affected  more  con¬ 
i’ versions  to  Quakerism  by  the  distribution  of  their 
i books,  than  by  their  declrmations  ;  to  this  object  they 
^devoted  extensive  funds.  When  the  society  was  or- 
fganized,  the  respective  meetings  were  laid  under  hca- 
ivy  contributions.  Out  of  these  a  fund  w^as  formed  to 
;dtifray  the  expense  of  printing  and  publishing  the  works 
Uf  their  authors.  Every  ficillty  was  thus  offered  to 
duose  who  chose  to  enter  the 'lists.  This,  as  .iiiight 
jj'islly  be  expected,  called  forth  hosts  of  writers.  The 
‘expenses  were  promptly  met :  and  effectual  mePins 

I  were  taken  to  distribute  their  works  without  trouble 
c:i  the  part  of  the  authors.  The  quantity  of  Quaker 
books,  by  this  means,  poured  from  the  press,  is  almost 
incredible.  Whiting's  catalogue  of  their  books  alone, 
consists  of  two  hundred  htul  thirty-two  pages.  It  con¬ 
tains  a  list  of  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven 
books.  Upwards  of  six  hundred  other  volumes  were 
kidded  ;  making  V2o0  volumes.  Each  impression  of 
those  contained  about  a  thousand  copies  on  an  average. 
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Thus  the  society,  previous  to  A.  D.  1715,  had  sent 
forth  four  railliou  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousanc 
volumes  and  tracts.  From  the  same  funds  they  have 
kept  Barclay  afloat.  They  published  an  edition 
tw^elve  thousand  ;  of  these,  ten  thousand  copies  were 
distributed  gratis.  They  had  their  booksellers  in  Lon¬ 
don  who  were  actively  engaged  in  selling  and  distribu- 
ting  their  works.  In  the  country,  men  w^erc  employed 
to  carry  them  on  pack  horses,  in  all  directions  ;  ant 
they  have  beeirknown  to  scatter  their  books  andtracL* 
along  the  highways  and  in  the  streets.” 
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The  excellence  and  in  fluence  of  the  Female  Charackr: 
a  Sermon^  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  church,,  Mary 
street y  at  the  request  of  the  Nexs)-York  Female  Missionary 
Society.  By  Gardener  Springy  pastor  of  the  Brick  Pra- 
hyterian  Church  in  said  city. 

Aeio-iorA*,  1825.  pp.  32.  Zzo. 


“  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuously,'  but  thou 
excellest  them  all,”*  is  the  text  of  the  Bible,  whick 
the  preacher  uses  as  his  motto.  From  the  occasion- 
a  female  missionary  meeting — we  should  have  hoped 
that  a  Presbyterian  doctor  of  divinity,  would  preach 
soinething  on  the  subject  of  the  fall  of  man — his  state 
of  depravity  and  guilt  by  nature-- of  the  way  of  recov¬ 
ery  through  the  imputed  righteousness  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ — of  the  ignorance  of  the  heathen  on  these 
points,  and  the  necessity  of  raising  money  pay  rniv 
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^ioDaries,  for  tlie  instruction  of  the  heathen  in  these 
great  truths. 

’  Not  a  word  of  all  this.  What  then  ?  VVhy,  truly, 
shat  the  Ladies  of  New- York  should  be  careful  to  dress 
in  tine  raiment,  and  he  cleanly. 

i  We  had  hoped  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  this, 
lin  the  metropolis  of  our  state,  and  we  regret  to  learn, 
iroai  the  tenor  of  this  sermon,  that  the  preacher  thinks 
^1he  ladies  of  liis  city  too  plain  in  their  dress,  and  that 
they  are  slatterns.  What,  slatterns  I  Yes,  truly  ;  for, 
jon  so  solemn  an  occasion,  the  preacher  would  select 
fthe  most  important  topics.  One  prominant  topic  is, 
I '-that  neatness  and  taste  are  peculiarly  ornamental  to 
Jihe  female  character. ”"(p.  9.)  Fecvliarly  :  mrark  the 
emphasis.  You  are  going  to  send  the  gospel  to  Indian 
sqiiaps's,  but  you  must  yourselves  be  taught,  to  dress 
\  neatly  before  you  go  among  them.  They  will  expect, 
especially  Indian  queens,  that  you  wash  your  frocks 
dean,  before  you  enter  their  wigwams.  But  enough 
of  this,  and  to  be  serious — It  is  painful  to  see  a  minis¬ 
ter  of  Christ,  as  his  title  page  represents  him,  and  a 
D.  D.  too",  teaching  extravagance  to  the  ladles  of  New- 
.  York,  instead  of  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God,  when 
mere  literary  papers,  such  as  Salmagundi,  edited  by 
men  who  do  not  ever  pretend  to  godliness,  are  reprov- 
‘Og  the  Extravagance  of  the  New-York  woman,  in  dress* 
The  fete  at  Castle  Garden,  the  ball  rooms,  theatres, 
and  even  churches,  bear  awful  testimony  to  this  ex¬ 
travagance.  Salmagundi,  1  think,  tells  us,  that  it  is 
00  uncommon  thing  in  New-York,  for  a  young  girl  to 
^alk  up  and  down  Broadway,  with  three  or  four  farms 
*0  her  back,”  hoc  est  pretium  agrorim  nmltonifn.  So 


j 


132 


Sjfring  on  Female  CJiaracief. 

shumeful,  we  must  say,  is  the  whole  tenor  of  this  ser. 
nion,  that  the  thought  forces  itself  upon  an  honest  re¬ 
viewer,  endeavouring  to  exercise  that  charity,  that 
hopeth  all  things,  that  Dr.  Spring  wrote  and  read  thi$ 
essay,  (by  a  sad  misnomer  called  a  sermon,)  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  the  favour  of  the  gay  and  thought¬ 
less,  find  extravagant  females  of  New- York.  For  we 
are  well  aware,  that  though  Hopkinsianism  professes 
disinterested  benevolence,  yet,  Hopkinsians  are  the 

most  selfish  men  we  ever  knew.  Look  at - but  we 

forbear.  We  hope,  the  godly  women  of  New-York, 
will  consider  this  essay  irs  an  insult  offered  to  their  re¬ 
ligion,  and  that  all  well  educated  females,  will  consider 
it  an  indignity  offered  to  their  learnings  neatness,  and 
taste.  If  we  condescend  to  verbal  criticism,  we  ask,  in 
this  connection,  what  is  the  difference  between  neat¬ 
ness  and  taste  in  dress  ?  We  quote  the  follow  ing  sen¬ 
tence,  to  give  a  specimen,  both  of  bad  sense  and  bad 
grammar.  “  But,  destitute  of -neatness  and  taste,  she 
depresses  rather  than  elevates  the  character  of  her 
&ex,  and  poisons,  instead  of  purifying,^^  (purifies' 
“  the  fountain  of  domestic  and  public  happiness.”  (p.  9-) 
Neatness  is  a  virtue,  but  this  sentiment  is  abominable. 
Indeed,  the  whole  essay  is  vox  et  preteria  nihil. 
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imssertation  ox  image  worship,  ex.  turrettino. 

With  regard  to  images,  two  things  are  chiefly  to  he. 
'  observed.  1st.  Their  worship.  2d.  Their  use; 
whether  we  may  safely  make  and  place  them  in 
charchcs  and  other  places  of  divine  w  orship. 

We  do  not  here  pretend  to  inijnire,  whether  there 
may  not  he  some  im.iges  or  representations,  from  which 
we  may  derive  some  benefit,  as  suggesting  to  our  mem- 
I  ^ry  some  important  event  or  illustrious  personage  who 

Iij!  clear  to  us.  Mut  w  hether  any  religious  worship, 
terme  i  either  adoration  or  veneration,  ought  to  be 
rendered  to  them.  Even  those  who  are  in  favor  of 
Mlie  worship  of  images,  cannot  agree  among  themselves, 

1  as  to  the  kind  or  degree  of  worship  to  be  attributed  to 
ihem.  Some  say  adoration,  others  veneration  only  is 
I  liue. 

Again,  w  e  do  not  inquire  into  the  mode  of  the  w  or¬ 
ship  to  be  paid  to  images,  or  how’  they  are  to  be  adored  j 
whether  they  are  to  be  worshipped  per  the  adora- 
j  lion  terminating  in  themselves,  or  w  hether  it  should  be 
{’.one  analogically.  Whether  they  shouhl  re^'eive  the 
fame  worship  as  the  prototype,  or  that  which  id  ^-ferior. 

3  Blit  we  shall  inquire,  whether  any  religious  worship  is 
t  to  be  rendered  to  them  at  all. 

(  The  daily  practice  of  the  Papists,  is  sufficient  proof, 
f  tbit  this  is  their  favourite  sentiment.  They  kneel  be- 
i  ibre  their  idols,  kiss  them,  burn  frankincense  to  them, 

I  erect  altars  and  offer  sacrifices,  together  with  many 
j  other  religious  ceremonies.  And  it  can  be  ascertained, 

*  beyond  all  question,  that  their  hearts  correspond  with 
I  their  practice.  For  they  say,  “  When  Christ  is  adored 
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with  the  adoration  of  latreia^  it  follows  that  his  imace 
may  also  be  adored  with  the  same.”  In  a  certain  pub. 
lie  and  solemn  rite,  the  Cross  itself  was  inv  oked  by  a 
hymn  which  was  sung  in  its  adoratio!j,  on  Venus’  day. 
When  the  priest  uncovered  the  Cross,  he  pronounced. 

Ecce  lignuia  cj'ucis^'^  then  after  a  lew  ceremonies 
were  performed,  he  added,  “  Venite  adoremusy  A 
prayer  was  then  offered  up  to  it — “  O  cross  are,  spo 
niiica  and  in  order  to  convince  all  that  this  was  no! 
spoken  metonymically  concerning  him  who  was  cruci- 
lied,  it  is  immediately  added, 

Sola  digna  fuisii, 

Ferre  salei  pretmm, 

jjiit  the  orthodox  oppose  these  sentiments — 1st,  froa: 
the  law  of  God.  The  Scriptures  contain  an  express 
prohibition  w  ith  regard  to  making  or  worshipping  ima¬ 
ges.  Exod.  XX.  4.  “  Thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thee 
any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is 
in  the  heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that 
is  in  the  waters  under  the  earth  :  Thou  shalt  not  bo^ 
down  thyself  to  them,  &c. 

The  false  gods  of  liie  heathens  were  similitudes  ot 
Imaginary  things,  which  never  had,  nor  can  have  exis¬ 
tence.  The  Papists  would  have  the  word  psij  rendered 
into  Greek  by  and  not  by  Ewstv.  But  this  is  evi¬ 

dently  a  mere  subterfuge,  1st.  Because  the  word  psl, 
is  used  to  denote  any  likeness  ;  and  hence  is  translated 
by  the  Seventy,  yXvTrrov^  (a  carved  image).  It  is  like¬ 
wise  rendered  into  Chaldee  by  tzisa.  2d.  The  Vul- 
gate  Version  renders  it,  sculptara  sintilitudinem^  or 
iinaginon  masculi.  And  again,  there  is  a  plain  distinc¬ 
tion  between  and  u/.jinf.  Tor  in  the  theological 
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tjissertaiion  on  linage  Worship,  Ex.  Turrettinu.  13i> 
[  ;  jC  of  tiie  word,  hvoiAcv  is  taken  in  a  bad  sense,  gene- 

f 

I  ally,  but  fixwy,  in  a  good  sense,  for'any  representation 
» r  likeness.  Cicero  says,  that  imago  and  idolum,  differ 
,  nlv  in  this,  that  the  one  is  Greek  and  the  other  Latin, 
n  Scripture,  images  of  the  true  God,  are  denominated 
-rjols.  For  instance,  the  golden  calf,  Acts,  vii.  41,  is 
ailed  an  idol,  and  those  who  worshipped  it,  idolaters, 

I  ecause  they  considered  it  a  representation  of  the  true 
^lod.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  idol  of  Micah,  and 
ti.e  calves  of  Jereboam.  The  law  of  God  also  contains 
n  prohibition  with  regard  to  making  images  not  only  of 
i  iiaginary  things,  but  also  of  things  which  do  exist. — 
r.very  thing  becomes  an  idol,  when  it  is  religiously 
worshipped.  Thus,  the  brazen  serpent  became  an 
iJoI,  when  the  Israelites  began  to  burn  incense  to  it. 
Aiso,  the  statue  of  Nebuchadnezzar  became  an  idol, 
^when  it  was  presented  to  the  people  for  adoration. — 
The  heathen  idols  were  not  the  representations  of  ima¬ 
ginary  things,  but  of  things  that  did  actually  exist  ;  such 
the  stars,  illustrious  heroes,  and  certain  animals, 
ihe  apostle  Paul,  I.  Cor.  viii.  4,  says,  “  that  an  idol  is 
nothing  in  the  world  not  with  regard  to  existence 
cr  representation,  but  with  regard  to  efficacy,  because 
'it  is  not  the  true  God. 

The  sentiments  of  tlie  Papists,  witli  regard  to  the 
'  orship  of  images,  are  indeed  various  and  inexplicable. 

ome  contend  that  images  are  to  be  u  orshipj^ed 
’iih  the  same  worship  that  is  due  to  tlic  prototype, 
j  thers  are  of  opinion,  that  their  worship  should  be  in- 
'•^rior.  For  example  :  Some  are  in  favour  of  ^vor- 
rbippiiig  images  of  God,  Christ,  and  of  the  cross,  with 
worship  of  latreia:  images  of  the  Messed  virgin. 


IJisscjrtation  on  Lncge  If'orship^  Lx.  i  urrciilu^,. 


with  Injperdulcia  ;  nnd  lma;^es  of  the  saints,  w  ii!i  duhiA 
There  are  othersi  who  think  the  wor.sliip  shouM  I? 
ii^ferior  to  that  of  the  prototype.  Since,  therefore, 
the  worshippers  of  images  cannot  determine  whether 
they  are  truly  and  properly  to  be  worshipped,  orwha’ 
sort  of  worship  is  to  be  rendered  to  them,  there  seens 
to  he  great  danger  of  f  dling  into  idolafry.  For,  wliois 
tli.‘re,dearnet!  or  unlearned,  that  can  either  understand 
or  rig’itly  apjdy  such  distinctions  ?  Bollarus,  treatii^: 
of  t!ie  distiiurtions  of  ah^olute  arid  relative  lotrcnt. 

• 

“  jl'os  qui  defcndiint  ima^fucs  adorari  latrcia^  cogi  t/a 
subiilissiinis  distinctionibus,  quas  iix  ipsunct  intclligunl 
necdum  populus  impodtus.^’^ 

It  was  one  thing  for  an  Israelite  to  bow  before  Goil's 
footstool,  (that  is,  the  ark,)  w  hich  was  a  symbol  of  his 
glorious  presence,  and  another,  to  adore  the  footstool 
itself,  which  w  as  not  intended.  Nor  does  this  passage 
favour,  in  the  least,  Papal  practices  :  For,  eduin  vbJecn. 
signifies  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  place  of  public 
worship.  The  Vulgate  Version  renders  these  word?. 
.idorabimus  ad  locum^  in  quo  steterunt  pedes  ejus.- 
Again,  we  are  commanded  to  bow  at  God’s  temple,  biil 
surely  no  one  will  be  so  mad  as  to  assert,  that  the  tenc 

pie  is  to  be  worshipped. 

_  # 

The  cherubim  and  brazen  serpent  argue  nothing  i 
fivour  of  images.  They  were  typical,  merely  ;  as  ih 
brazen  serpent  was  a  type  of  Christ.  Neither  ihe 
cherubim  nor  brazen  serjicnt  were  worshipped,  which 
some  of  the  Papists  themselves  grant.  God  indeed 
promised,  Exod.  xxv.  22,  that  he  w  ould  answ  er  Mosc? 
from  between  the  cherubims,  b*ut  he  never  commanckl 
him  to  adore  them,  nor  set  them  up  in  order  to  be  war- 
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shipped  ;  for  they  were  placed  above  the  ark,  in  the 
holy  of  holies,  where  it  was  impossible  for  the  people 
to  see  them.  As  to  the  brazen  serpent,  it  being  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  will  of  God  that  it  should  be  worshipped,  king 
“  llezekiah  threw  it  down  and  broke  it  in  pieces,  w  hen 
the  Jews  began  to  worship  it.  Nor  does  this  militate 
Hgainst  our  sentiments,  that  it  w'as  fixed  in  an  eminent 
place,  for  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  which  are  not  to  be 
worshipped,  are  fixed  high  in  the  vault  of  heaven. 

Neither  docs  it  afford  any  argument  for  the  adoration 
of  angels,  that  the  patriarchs  frequently  w  orshipped  and 
adored  the  angel  ;  for  they  adored  the  uncreated  angel 
oi  the  covenant,  who  is  none  other  tiian  Jehovah,  as  can 
^  be  clearly  shown. 

Again,  when  the  apostle  says  that  Christ  had  been 

$ 

evidently  set  forth  crucified,  before  the  eyes  of  the 
Galitians,  he  does  not  refer  to  the  image  representing 
him,  but  to  the  declaration  of  the  evangelists,  who  had 
ritten  the  history  of  his  crucifixion. 


CHRIST  IXTERCEEDED  BEFORE  HIS  CRUCIFIXIOX. 

:  Black,  of  the  General  Assembly  Presbyterian  church, 
his  controversy  with  Dr.  Anderson,  on  the  subject  of 
Malmody,  was  so  eager  to  depreciate  the  Psalms  of 
Cavid,  as  to  contend  that  Christ  did  not'  save  sinners, 

!  ‘  ier  the  Jewish  law.  He  mentioned,  that  the  people 
'•ere  saved  by  the  intercession  of  the  priests,  and  that 

I .  • 

-  e  priests  were  saved  by  the  sacrifices.  Of  course 
l'  hrist  did  not,  and  needed  not,  according  to  this  doc- 
;  ‘iie,  intercede  before  his  crucifixion.  This  detesta- 
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ble  dotlrlue,  has  been  revived  of  late  by  Watts’  psalm? 
ringing  Hopkinsians.  According  to  professor  Murdock, 
of  Andover,  the  sufferings  of  Christ  were  a  mere  see- 
nical  exhibition,  to  teaclxmen  that  God  hates  sin.  This 
is  tlie  quintessence  of  Hopkinsianism.  In  this  heretlciil 
theory,  there  was  no  need  of  any  intercession  on  the 
part  of  Christ  before  his  crucifixion,  there  is  no  room 
for  it  now,  nor  indeed  for  his  priesthood.  Ciiristdid 
not,  we  admit,  “  fully”  execute  his  priestly  office  be¬ 
fore  his  crucifixion  ;  for  he  had  not  actually  suffered. 
After  all,  he  interceeded  before  that  event  ;  for  he  says: 
— “  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  thou  bast 
given  me  out  of  the  world.”  See  tlie  18th  chapter  of 
the  gospel  by  John  throughout.  In  Psalm  xl.  v.  IG. 
Christ  pray^s  : — “  Let  those  that  seek  thee  rejoice  and 
be  glad.”  This  psalm  contains  the  words  of  ClirUt. 
The  Spirit  (ileb.  x.  5,)  applies  it  to  him.  This  sure]) 
is  intercession.  Indeed,  tlie  book  of  Psalms  abount.!: 
with  examples  of  our  Redeemer’s  intercession. 

“  Fools  when  wise  will  ye  grow  ?” — Psalms. 

IIOPKINSIAMSM  IS  THE  AMERICAN  CHURCHES. 

’  (Continued  from  page  7B.) 

Having  established  Andover,  the  Ilopkinsian  cabinei 
poured  forth  a  still  greater  flood  of  their  heresies  from 
the  press.  A  catalogue  of  their  books,  at  the  moment 
we  w  rite,  w  ould  probably  exceed  that  of  the  Friends, 
referred  to  in  the  review  of  Browmlee  on  Quakerism. 
The  torrent  is  very  little,  if  at  all  diminished.^ 

*\Ve  shall  endeavour  to  give  cup  readers  the  amount  nf 
their  books. 
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Dr.  X.  Emmon:5,  {)a5tor  of  the  Congregational  church, 
rranklin,  (Mass.)  has  pul)lished  four  volumes  of  Ser¬ 
mons,  in  which  he  pushes  this  system  of  heresy  to  a 
greater  length  than  any  of  liis  predecessors.  AVe  select 
.<fevv  his  sentiments,  froui  his  sermons  now  before  us. 

••Therefore,  notwithstanding  he"'  (God)  “  is 
with  respect  to  his^crcatures,  yet  he  is  not  infinite  with 
i  respect  to  liimseif.’’  Em.  ser.  Bost.  ed.  1813,  p.  180. 

1  ‘If  you  love  God,  he  will  love  you.”  II)id.  p.  194. 

The  former  sentence  blasphemes  God's  infinity ;  the 
I  hitter  is  legalism.  “  He”  (the  apostle  Paul)  “  sup- 
nosed”  (inspiration  supposed  !)  “  it”  (moral  depravity) 

'  ••  consisted  neither  in  a  w  ant  of  a  good  principle,  nor  in 
'  1  positive  bad  principle.”  Ibid.  p.  300.  “He”  (Paul) 
•‘is  represented”  (  represents  to  make  it  grammar)  “  to 
1:2  active^  wliile  under  the  renenung  as  well  as  sancti- 
‘  (ving  iiiilucnces  of  the  Divine  Spirit.”  Ihid.  p.  301. 
••  liOvc  to  Christ  is  a  condition  of  Divine  a.pprobation  at 
iLo  lust  day.'’  Ihid.  p.  480.  “  Men  have  a  natural,  but 

I  '/)[  a  moral  power,  to  [>revent  what  God  has  decreed.'’ 
il.ii.  ser.  Post.  1812,  p.  10.  “A  new"  lieart,  therc- 
Krc,  cannot  nican  a  new  princijdie.  Ibid.  p.  172.  “  In 
ro^cPiGraiion,  God  does  not  create  any  new  nature,  dis¬ 
position,  or  [>rlnciple,  but  only  works  in  men,  holy  and 
’'rncvolGnt  exercises.”  Ibid.  p.  180.  “All  penitent 
I  Kri  self-abused  sinners  must,  therefore,  be  willing  to 
the  wrath  and  curse  of  God  forever.'’  Ibid.  p. 
^  ‘23.  “  The  distinct  office,  which  each  person  in  the 

D.icred  Trinity  sustains,  in  carrying  on  the  wmrk  of  rc- 
j'lcmption',  lays  a  proper  foundation  for  the  distinct  and 
peculiar  name  given  to  each  in  Scripture.”  Em.  Ser. 
;  Rost.  1815,  p.  72.  “  There  seems  to  be  no  just  fb«n- 
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Hopkinsianism  m  the  American  Churches. 

(lalion,  for  the  doctrine  of  the  eternal  generation  oi’ 
the  Son,  and  of  the  eternal  procession  of  the  Holy 
Gliost.”  Ibid.  p.  80.  “The  Scriptures  ascribe  aflec- 
tions  to  God  in  the  most  plain  and  unequivocal  terms.*’ 
Ibid.  The  heart  sickens  in  transcribing  these  impious 
effusions  of  misguided  intellect.  This  preacher  has 
himself  published  84  sermons;  12  of  them  ordination 
sermons.  Of  Dr.  Dwight’s  tenets  we  shall  take  notice 
hereafter.  In  the  mean  lime,  what  has  been  the  effect 
of  these  heresies  ?  Dr.  Emmons  himself  shall  bear 
’  witness. 

In  a  sermon  preached  Nov.  Sd,  1790,  pp.  341 — 12, 
wc  have  the  following  fearful  picture  of  New-England: 

“  It  is  truly  alarming  to  take  a  serious  and  particular 
view  of  our  prevailing  corruptions.  The  name  of  God 
is  freely  and  awfully  profaned  amongst  us.  This  hein¬ 
ous  and  unnatural  sin  which  was  former!}'  confined  tc 
particular  places,  and  to  particular  persons,  is  now  be¬ 
come  a  general  vice,  and  deeply  corrupts  the  language 
of  common  discourse.  A  sober  man,  at  this  day  of  de¬ 
clension,  can  scarcely  fall  into  company,  or  travel  the 
roads,  or  pursue  his  common  concerns,  but  his  ears 
will  be  wounded  by  impious  and  profane  language. — 
The  streets  are  filled  with  children,  who  learn  the  dia¬ 
lect  of  hell,  before  they  learn  the  rudiments  of  their 
mother  tongue  ;  and  who,  instead  of  remembering  and 
praising  their  maker,  are  growing  up  in  the  habit  of 
taking  his  great  and  tremendous  name  in  vain.  Swear¬ 
ing  is  become  so  universally  prevalent,  that  we  have 
reason  to  fear,  a  thousand  curses  are  every  day  enter¬ 
ing  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabbaoth,  to  one  effec¬ 
tual,  fervent  prayer  to  obtain  his  pardoning  mercy 
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f'MXTICX  OF  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS  TO  THE  rPHISIDENCV 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


This  event,  Jilreaily  known  to  our  re:ulers,  cannot 
lij  leganled  with  indififcrcnce,  hy  any  iViend  of  his 
.’onntrv,  or  of  the  chiirc!-  of  Christ  in  the  United  States. 

r-ifiCe  the  election  of  1'homa.s  Jeirerson  to  the  Presi- 
Icnv'v,  the  executive  c.ihinet  t)f  tie  goncr.il  govcrnnuiit 
iias  elected  the  ]^ro«i(!(Mit.  This  cabinet  consists  of  the 
President  and  heads  of  departments.  The  Secretary 
State,  since  1801,  has  been  considered  the  cabinet 
candidate.  Jas.  Madison,  who  had  been  educatcNl  for 
the  ministry,  was  Thos.  Jeft'erson’s  Secretary  of  State, 
fie  was  Jefferson’s  president  elect,  as  wise  men  think, 
before  his  appointment  to  the  secretaryship.  He  was 
nominated  by  caucus,  or,  in  other  words,  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress,  who  seconded  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
<lent.  Madison  made  Monroe  Secretary  of  State,  by 
w!iich  he  offered  him  to  the  nation,  as  his  successor  in 
the  presidential  tlirone.  Befv)re  his  first  term  of  four 
years  expired,  the  State  of  New- York,  great  and  pow¬ 
erful,  nominated  De  Witt  Clinton,  not  disposed  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  caldnet  dictation.  .  But  the  cabinet  prevailed, 
and  .Monroe  vvas  elected,  and  in  1811,  March  4th,  in- 
:jigur.ited.  John  Quincy  Adciin®!,  became  his  Secrc- 
Iwy  of  State,  anf!  of  course,  was  tlmreby  appointed  by 
•fames  Monroe,  bis  successor.  Jas.  Monroe  had  not 
hecsi  elected  witliout  opposition.  Some  intelligent 
member-  of  Cengross,  having  reason  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  f^rcaf  ccnfral  pcxvrr^  of  the  c  dunet,  dermin'^d  to 
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resist  its  domination,  and  supported  W  in.  H.  Crawiordj 
of  Georgia.  Tiie  cabinet  again  prevailed,  as  we  have 
said.  Monroe  made  a  royal  visitation  of  the  common- 
wealth,  and  was  elected  to  his  second  term  without 
0[)position.  Being  a  feeble  officer,  he  had  not  power 
to  concentrate  the  energies  of  the  cabinet,  in  behalf  of 
his  candidate.  Many  competitors  for  the  office  ap¬ 
peared.  The  most  prominent  were  Crawford  and  Ad¬ 
ams.  The  cabinet  found  that  if  the  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  nominated  Crawford,  he  would  be  the  next  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  administration-journals  soon  became  voci¬ 
ferous  in  their  clamours  against  the  congressional  no¬ 
mination,  under  the  name  of  caucus.  After  all,  more 
than  70  members  of  Congress,  boldly  stood  forth 
against  the  cabinet,  and  nominated  Wm.  H.  Crawford. 
The  People  dreading  the  cabinet,  and  distrusting  even 
their  own  representatives  in  Congress,  at  a  late  hour 
took  up,  to  use  a  common  phrase.  General  Jackson,  and 
introduced  him  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
99  votes  of  the  electoral  colleges,  while  Adams  had 
but  81.*  By  executive  influence  and  northern  man- 
agement,  Adams,  it  seems,  thinks  to  ascend  the  presi¬ 
dential  throne,  on  the  4th  of  March  instant,  with  12  votes 
less  than  Jackson  brought  into  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives.  Illinois,  with  1  vote,  had  as  much  power  as 
Pennsylvania  with  26.  Already  the  cabinet  journals, 
and  even  a  paper  called  the  National  Advocate,  begin 
to  worship  what  they  take  for  the  rising  sun.  “  0 
tempora,  O  mores.”  But - “  The  Lord  God  Omni- 
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potent  reigneth.”^  The  Lord  preserve  us  from  So- 
cinian  Presidencies. t 

ITEMS  OF 

The  Northampton  Oracle  gives  the  following  con¬ 
densed  view  of  the  late  Anniversar}'  meetings  in  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  Irish  Society  of  London,  have  taught,  and  circu¬ 
lated  hooks  among  more  than  2,000,000  of  the  Irish 
aution. 

Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  occupy  more  than  120 
stations — missionaries,  167 — converts,  31 ,000 — ad¬ 
vance  on  receipts  of  the  last  year, 'more  than  18,000. 

Church  Missionary  Society,  has  an  increase  of  its  funds 
irom  the  last  report,  but  suffers  from  divisions  among 
;he  churches. 

British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  have  issued  the 
list  year  123,197  Bibles,  167,298  testaments,  and  in 
the  20  years  of  its  existence  has  circulated  more  than 
1,200,000  copies  of  the  scriptures. 

London  Jews^  Society,  The  School  now  consists  of 
38  males,  and  46  females  ;  the  society  have  issued  this 
year  9,559  copies  of  the  scriptures,  and  more  than  230, 
OOO  tracts. 

Alexander,  of  Russia,  has  forbidden  the  publication 
of  theological  works,  not  approved  by  the  Greek  Na¬ 
tional  Synod. — National  Gazette. 

. ■  ..-■■■  ■■■■  ,1  ■ 

*Rev.  xix. 

fPohnd  is  the  only  kingdom  in  Europe,  whose  government 
avowedly  Sorinian  ;  and  it  is  the  only  kingdom  blotted 
the  map  of  Europe. 
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British  onJ  Foreign  School  Society,  have  establi^heu 
scliools  ill  every  part  of  Europe  anti  in  South  America. 

Siuidaij  School  Uuion.  Scliool^s  7,537,  teachers  7 
b‘l  1,  scholars  012,305. 

Theological  Saninanj. — The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Suporintondeuts  of  the  Rofurmed  Presbyterian  Theo- 
lo:;i(:al  Seminary,  is  to  be  held  on  the  hist  Wednesday 
ofM.ircli. 

\orthcrn  RpJormeJ  Presbytery. — An  adjourned  meet¬ 
ing  is  to  be  holden  in  Gahvay,  on  Friday,  the  22J  oi 
April.  As  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  are  to  be 
elected,  a!i«l  otlier  important  business  to  be  transacted, 
it  is  hoj>ed  that  a  full  del  'gallon  will  ntlerid.  -Query- 
Should  not  o  ir  boards  of  Deacons  be  represented  in 
Presbytery  ? 

lAtnaiic. — Feb.  2?'vl,  Wasliington's  birth  night,  ib 
celetirated,  in  fashionable  circles,  ifi  many  parts  of  the 
United  States,  by  balls,  revelry,  and  other  dissipaticu, 
government,  at  least,  tamely  looking  on. 


OEITUARV. 

Died  suddenly,  in  Xew-York,  JOHN  B.  PtOMEYN, 
f>.  D.  on  Tuesdav,  22(1  ult.  He  has  left  behind  him 
two  v  olumes  of  sermons.  He  w'as,  for  some  time,  ioint 
editor  of  tlic  Christian’s  Magazine,  with  John  Masox, 
O.  D.  w  ho  has  dedicated  to  him,  his  Plea  for  Catholic 
Communion.  Da.  Romeyn  exerted  himself  for  some 
time,  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyteri»m 
church,  to  have  an  act  passed,  authorizing  the  exercise 
of  discipline  on  the  baptized  children  of  the  churcbi 
hut  was  unsuccessful. 
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